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The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was 
adopted by the general assembly of the UN on the 
20th of November, 1989. It was created by a group 
of special representatives of about 30 non-
governmental organisations, similar to Le Comité de 
Solidarité/Trois-Rivières, that work to defend human 
rights. It is composed of 54 articles describing in 
detail the individual rights of all humans under the 
age of 18. In summary, these rights ensure that 
every child can develop to his or her full capacity 
without suffering from hunger, poverty, negligence, 
exploitation, or other forms of injustice.

Through this convention it is hoped that current problems affecting children in disadvantaged 
countries can be resolved. Some of the problems include child refugees, children and war, 
the sexual exploitation of children, and all other forms of exploitation. It is hoped that the 
Convention can be adapted to the situation of all signing countries in order to respond 
independently to the needs and the cultural and religious values of all children.

When a country signs the Convention, it is responsible for ensuring the respect of the law 
within its territory. A UN committee of 10 experts then verifies the application of the law. In 
December of 1991 Canada became the 103rd country to ratify.

Definitions

●     Adoption: approval by a vote 
●     Convention: an agreement between countries, synonym of accord and agreement, 

that binds them within their country to the details of the agreement 
●     Ratify: to ratify an agreement or a text is to proclaim one's agreement to it. A 

ratification hence carries an obligation for the signing country, and is the step leading 
to the application of the agreement's elements. 
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Convention (Simplified)

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (Simplified)
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Article 1: Definition of the child
Every human being less than 18 years of age, unless majority is attained earlier 
according to the local laws applicable to children.

Article 2: Non discrimination
All rights must be granted to every child without exception. The State must protect the 
child without exception. The State must protect the child against all forms of 
discrimination.

Article 3: Best interests of the child
In all actions concerning children, the best interest of the child shall be the primary 
consideration.

Article 4: Implementation of rights
The State is obligated to ensure that the rights in the Convention are implemented.

Article 5: Parents, family, community rights and responsibilities
The State must respect the parents and the family in their child rearing function.

Article 6: Life, survival and development
The right of the child to life and the state's obligation to ensure the child's survival and 
development.

Article 7: Name and nationality
The right from birth to a name, to a nationality, and to know and be cared for by his or 
her parents.

Article 8: Preservation of identity
The obligation of the State to assist the child in reestablishing identity if this has been 
illegally withdrawn.

Article 9: Non-separation from parents
The right of the child to retain contact with his or her parents in case of separation. If 
separation is the result of detention, imprisonment, or death, the State shall provide 
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information to the child or the parents about the whereabouts of the family member.

Article 10: Family reunification
Requests to leave or enter the country for family reunification shall be dealt with in a 
humane manner. A child has the right to maintain regular contact with both parents 
when they live in different States.

Article 11: Illicit transfer and kidnapping of children
The State shall combat the kidnapping of children by partners or by third parties.

Article 12: Expression of opinion
The right of the child to express his or her opinion and to have this taken into 
consideration.

Article 13: Freedom of expression and information
The right to seek, receive and impart information in various forms, including art, print, 
writing.

Article 14: Freedom of thought, conscience and religion
States must respect the rights and duties of parents to provide direction to the child in 
accordance with the child's evolving capacities.

Article 15: Freedom of association
The child's right to freedom of association and peaceful assembly.

Article 16: Privacy, honour, reputation
No child shall be subjected to interference of his or her privacy, family, home or 
correspondence.

Article 17: Access to information and media
The child shall have access to information from a diversity of sources; due attention 
shall be paid to minorities and guidelines shall be encouraged to protect children from 
harmful material.

Article 18: Parental responsibility
Both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing of the child and 
assistance shall be given to them in the performance of parental responsibilities.

Article 19: Abuse and neglect (within the family or the care of others)
States have the obligation to protect children from all forms of abuse. Social 
programs and support services shall be made available.
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Article 20: Alternative care for children in the absence of parents
The entitlement of the child to alternative care within the scope of national laws, and 
the obligation of the State to pay due regard to continuity in the child's religious, 
cultural, linguistic or ethnic background in the provision of alternative care.

Article 21: Adoption
States are to ensure that only authorised bodies carry out adoptions. Inter-country 
adoption may be considered if national solutions have been exhausted.

Article 22: Refugee children
Special protection is to be given to refugee children. States shall cooperate with 
international agencies to this end and also to reunite children separated from the 
families.

Article 23: Disabled children
The right to benefit from special care and education for a fuller life in society.

Article 24: Health care
Access to preventive and curative health care services as well as the gradual 
abolition of traditional practices harmful to the child.

Article 25: Periodic review
Children who are placed for the purpose of care, protection, or treatment have the 
right to have the placement reviewed on a regular basis.

Article 26: Social security
The child's right to social security.

Article 27: Standard of living
Parental responsibility to provide adequate living conditions for the child's 
development even when one of the parents is living in a country other than the child's 
place of residence.

Article 28: Education
The right to free primary education, the availability of vocational education, and the 
need for measures to reducedrop-out rates.

Article 29: Aims of education
Education should foster development of the child's personality and talents, 
preparation for a responsible adult life, respect for human rights, and cultural and 
national values of the child's country and that of others.

file:///R|/Site/Trousses_%20pedagogiques/Trousses%2...ail/Site_Internet/anglais/convention_simplifie.html (3 sur 5) [22-06-06 11:22:33]



Convention (Simplified)

Article 30: Children of minorities and indigenous children
The right of the child belonging to a minority or indigenous group to enjoy his or her 
culture, to practise his or her own language.

Article 31: Play and recreation
The right of children to play, and to participate in recreational, cultural, and artistic 
activities.

Article 32: Economic exploitation
The right of the child to protection against harmful forms of work and exploitation.

Article 33: Narcotic and psychotic substances
Protection of the child against the use of narcotic and psychotic substances and 
against the utilisation of the child in their production and distribution.

Article 34: Sexual exploitation
Protection of the child against sexual exploitation including prostitution and 
pornography.

Article 35: Abduction, sale and trafficking
State obligation to prevent the abduction, the sale, and the trafficking of children.

Article 36: Other forms of exploitation
The State is obligated to protect children from other forms of exploitation such as 
economic exploitation.

Article 37: Torture, capital punishment, deprivation of liberty
Obligation of the State with regards to children in detention.

Article 38: Armed conflicts
Children under 15 years are not to take a direct part in hostilities. No recruitment of 
children under 15.

Article 39: Recovery and reintegration
State obligations for the education and social reintegration of child victims of 
exploitation, torture or armed conflicts.

Article 40: Juvenile justice
Treatment of children accused of infringing the penal law shall promote the child's 
sense of dignity.

Article 41: The right to the most favorable protection
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The law most favorable to children, either this law or the local laws of the country in 
question, are the ones that must be applied.

Article 42: Dissemination of the Convention
The state's duty to make the convention known to adults and children.

Article 43-54: Implementation
These paragraphs provide for a Committee on the Rights of the Child to oversee 
implementation of the Convention.
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Text 1

What is Child Exploitation?

Article 32 of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child states that children 
have the right to be protected against 
economic exploitation and work that 
implies risk. The term exploitation in the 
convention means to take advantage of 
someone.

Child labour can be qualified as 
exploitation when:

●     The child works full time at a 
premature age 

●     The child must assume heavy responsibilities 
●     The child is not fairly paid for his/her work 
●     The work robs the child of his/her dignity and self-esteem 

Work that implies risk is that which requires the child 
to perform dangerous or hazardous tasks. 

Work is said to imply risk when:
●     It puts the child’s health and development at risk 
●     It causes too much physical or emotional stress 
●     It does not allow time for the child to attend school 
or it tires the child to the degree that he/she cannot 
study 
●     It does not allow the child the time to rest or to 
play 
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Text 2

Common Forms of Child Labour

Child labour is a global problem, affecting industrialized countries as well as 
developing ones. Current estimates claim that at least 250 million children between 
the ages of 5 and 14 are forced to work, and that at least half of them are obliged to 
work full time. 

Child labour comes in many forms, which are placed in seven categories:
●     Domestic work 
●     Servitude 
●     Sexual exploitation for economic gain 
●     Work in industry or plantations 
●     Work in the street 
●     Family work 
●     Military work 

Domestic Work
Domestic workers have a lot to do, including washing 
clothes, cleaning, and caring for children. Many domestic 
child workers sleep in the homes of their employers, and 
often on the floor. They are frequently required to work long 
hours, and many are denied access to education. These 
children are the most vulnerable and the most exploited, 
but also the most difficult to protect, since their working 
conditions depend entirely on their employer. Many suffer 
sexual and physical abuse.

Sexual exploitation for economic gain
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Due to the secrecy of child sexual exploitation, reliable statistics about this multi-
billion dollar industry are not easy to find. Non-Governmental Organisations, however, 
estimate that at least a million young girls are captured or forced into this type of 
exploitation and slavery each year around the world. Boys are also often targeted. 
Prostitution networks exist everywhere, though perhaps the most important region is 
Asia.

Physical and psychological harm make this type of exploitation extremely serious for 
children. Daily risks include HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, unwanted 
pregnancies, drug addictions, and respiratory disease.
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Text 2

Servitude

The most common form of modern slavery is 
debt servitude. Poor families trade their child 
or children for money to property owners or 
businessmen, who use the extra hands in 
various trades, such as construction, textiles, 
and agricultural plantations. The child’s 
labour is rarely paid, and the servitude often 
lasts through generations.

Military work
Drafting children for the army has been practiced for centuries by many civilizations, 
but is nowadays considered a form of slavery, since the drafts are often mandatory. 
The UN claims that 300,000 youth under the age of 18 have participated or still do, in 
the 30 or so regional conflicts during the last few decades. They are recruited by the 
national army or by militias in the case of civil wars. They risk their lives, and are 
often beaten or killed if they attempt to escape.

UNICEF claims that children are often recruited because they are impressionable, 
sensitive to authority, and less likely to desert the army. They are able to perform 
many auxiliary tasks, and light arms have made them useful in the front lines. Girls 
are also used, often serving as sexual slaves.
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Work in Industry or Plantations

All around the world children work in appalling 
conditions in factories and plantations, 
whether it be making bricks by hand in Peru 
and Colombia, or working with leather in 
Naples, Italy.

Family work
The most common occupation of children is still working for the family, including 
agricultural and household chores. Although helping with chores can give a child a 
sense of value, these chores are often quite demanding and the hours long. This 
work can easily prevent the child’s development and success at school.
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Work in the street

The street can be dangerous and cruel, 
threatening even the lives of these children 
who could be polishing shoes, cleaning or 
guarding cars, carrying packages, selling 
flowers or knick-knacks, or collecting 
recyclables to sell. They work for their own 
survival, or that of their family, and can find 
a multitude of ways to make a bit of money. 
Most will return home in the evening, often in the slums.
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The Origins of this Phenomenon

The growing poverty that affects society is to 
blame. Children are condemned to spending 
their developing years working for the 
survival of their family, and school is often 
inaccessible. Children are occasionally 
traded or put into servitude by indebted 
families in trade for small amounts of money.

Globalization, which is ever more present in 
conversations, is not unaware of child 
exploitation. Multinationals search for docile 

and able workers to maintain their profit 
margins, and children are rarely found in unions or in social rights movements. The 
textile industry in Bangladesh is a good example: the child who produces a shirt there 
receives a mere 1/600 of the sale price in the US.

Education is one of the best solutions, and every local initiative to enhance access to 
education carries hope. Children must be given the right to an education, and to 
health and justice, so that each child can say “When I get older, I’ll be alive!” 

Source: Unicef and the World: Daily Section.

Translated from: BOUDREAULT, Marco. Le travail des enfants dans des condtions 
indécentes. Le Nouvelliste, Comité de Solidarité Tiers-Monde, Trois-Rivières, 
December 1, 1997

http://www.in-terre-actif.com/english/extension/exploitation_travail/anglais/texte3.html [22-06-06 10:37:36]


	in-terre-actif.com
	Convention

	simplifie.pdf
	in-terre-actif.com
	Convention (Simplified)


	texte1.pdf
	in-terre-actif.com
	Text 1


	texte2_3.pdf
	in-terre-actif.com
	Text 2


	simplifie.pdf
	Disque local
	Convention (Simplified)


	texte4.pdf
	in-terre-actif.com
	Text 4


	texte5.pdf
	in-terre-actif.com
	Text 5





