	Editorials



	1- What is an editorial? 

In a newspaper, the editorial is an article that gives you an opinion on someone or on a current event issue of public interest. In the Editorial section of a publication, you will find the opinion of several persons on a same issue or on other current events. We call this type of article a column. An opinionated article is a persuasive text that supports its argumentation on facts. Like a lawyer defending their case in front of a jury, the author of an editorial must convince their readers of the legitimacy of their opinion. 
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EXAMPLE :

Suppose you want to write an editorial against death penalty. You would want to convince your readers than no human being should be executed despite their crimes. You may want to get started by collecting facts: 

  When did your country abolish death penalty? What were the arguments used to defend this new legislation? 

  What is the current situation in countries or states that still do apply death penalty : is their criminality rate lower or higher? 

  What are the arguments of groups opposed to death penalty in those countries or states? 

  And what about those supporting death penalty? Always consider both sides to a question. 

  How would you answer to their reasoning? 
2- How to write an editorial 

  Start with your main idea: pinpoint  your topic and its components. 

  Take a stance: use facts and details to support your argument. 

  Give your readers an argumentation that will encourage them to question their own beliefs about the subject matter.  

  It is not necessary to give your readers a sermon. A good editorial will catch your readers’ attention on the issue and encourage them to come up with their own opinion. 

Here are a few topic suggestions:

  Gun control 

  Recycling facilities in schools : is it neglected ? Why is it important ?

  The waste of drinkable water at home

  Travel responsibly

  Fair trade

  Children’s rights in the world : should all countries sign the Convention and enforce it?

  Globalization : for or against?

  The American Missile Defence Project: necessary protection or an escalating conflict?

  A meeting with other cultures: a treasure to discover, differences to welcome.

  The Kyoto protocol on reducing greenhouse gas emissions: an example to follow. 

  Nuclear practices : is there something to be alarmed about?

  Paramilitary groups in Colombia : not all solutions are in people’s best interests…
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Formulate your own opinions based on what you read or what you know.

Source : Comité de Solidarité de Trois-Rivières


